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By Martha Fares
Mews Tribune Writer

Their heroines are fresh-faced,
wide-eyed and spunky; their heroes
lean, sardonic and never short of
cash; their settings lush, exotic and
steeped in tradition.

Romantie fiction — the
publishing industry's answer to
TV's “Love Boat'' and “Fantasy
Island' — has so infatuated
American readers that approx-
imately 45 percent of paperback
book sales fall in this category. A
good percentage of those readers
are eager o try their hands at
writing.

Close to 100 such aspiring or, in
some cases, established writers
from Orange County will board the
Queen Mary in Long Beach Friday
for the sccond annual conference of
the Romance Writers of America.
They will join an estimated crowd
of 500 RWA chapter members na-
tionwide.

And, to put a little romance in
the three-day program of semninars,
apeakers, workshops and panel
discussions, there will be a guest
appearance by television's Western
Outdoorsman, Ron g, dubbed
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