


young henk to boot, “These books are
Tairy Walez,” zays Woodiwiss, “They are
an ascape lor the reader, like an Errol
Flynn movie,”

Al first har sexy swashbucklers did
Aot swasp Tho publishing community
offits feat, In 1968 Woodiwiss ot her
lirst manuscript off to hardeavar pub-
lishers and piled up rejection slips,
Mexi, a literary agent told her the G00-
page teme negded more sex and lpss
bulk. Undaunied, she decided to fry
tha paperback reute and malted it to
the tirst narne on her alphabetical lis:
Avon. Aneditor of the house, Hancy
Coftey, happened 1o pluck Woodiwiss'
epus out of the slush pile ono day. A
Short time later Woedisiss was $2,500
richér, angd 00,000 copins of The
Flame and Ihe Flowear, har 19th-centys
ry Sadqa abaul the breathiaking ro-
rmafnes al Heather Simmons and Cap-
lain Brandon Birmingham, ware hitling
the slaras,

Woodiwiss says she's always had a
romantic bent. Born Kathleen Erin
Hogq In Alexandria, La., ihe younges)
of gighl children of a disabied YWarld
War | vateran and his wile, she bagan
draaming up plots o the ago of &, It
wag vary restiul,” she recalls, "That
wiils the way Dweni (o sloep,.” 41 16, the
plotthickoned. Sha et 21-year-old

"Wy characters are peopis | woulkd ke to knaw,”™ anys Woodiwies, The framed portralt s of son Haath, 12,

ﬂm'ﬂl‘&&ﬂwlll:. Kathioon's hiiband of

18 yomrd, often holps hor work out plats,
but tha above scene Is for roal

Alr Force Second Licutanant Ross
Woodiwiss at a sock hop, and cloped o
yoar fntar, Tho coupls livad in Japan
and then Topeka, Kans., whara Kaih-
lean Bagan secretly dralting her

first ramance novel while sons Sean, |

now 22, and Doregn, 20, wers Inschool,

{Youngest son Heath, now 12, was born
threo years later,) It was some-

thing | was embarrassed 10 admit,”
she Soys . UWhiling a noviel seomed
Tarfolched.”™

A decade later she has morg Than
rmade pepce with hor work, Althaugh
shir won't discuss her earnings, royal-
fios Prom har book saloes probalbly ex-
cead 52 million, She spands her days
serenaly writing a1 Tangtewood BManor,
the family's 100=-acre Tarm in raral
Princeton, Minn, Husband Ross, 48,
novy ratired, oversages l;u.ll‘.dmg projects
on The properly, insluding a niw Barn
for the 30 Morgan horses thoy recontly
purchased.

O al Avon, whare the stable of ro-
franed writdrs includes Rosemany
Fogers and Lavrie McBain, editors say
the horse conneclion isn'l coingidans
1al. "Horses aro central in ramantic Tics
tion.” points oul Yalter Meade, the
company's prosident and editas in
chool, “And Ksthloen is also o wondar-
ful dancer, anather romantic el
Yioodmnwiss, howeowor, denies she wonrs
har chargclers’ shoes, danging o olhe
arwlza, "l am o housewile,” she says,
hoading lor har bath, “bul housewives
are alol more inballigent than people
give them credit fara)'
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