


She likes to
call her genre
‘hard-core decency’

Tim world's second most popular fie-
mafe aulhor=—mnd Mo, 3 ovirall=—s 5o
unrecognlzed thal thorg's talk of her
dolng an Amerdcan ExXpross commer-
ciml. Bul thon Jonel Dalloy spoecialipes
in paparback romances with titles like
Touwch the Wind, Ride the Thunder and
ihe current bodice ripper, Thre Hoslage
Sride. The hiterati scoff that her themea
nevar changes: a conllict betwean tho
naroine™s virginity and har ibldo. in o

in 17 languagos and 90 countrias-—and
soid B0 mililon coples.

Fart of har 51 mélion-plus annwal in-
coma, of coursa, owos 1o sheor culpul.
Janet, who says "working bwo years
on a noval would drive me up the wall,®
hammars out her 190-page “little
baoks" in eight-day BHasis, 230-page
“movals” in 14 days and the " big
beoks,'” 360 pages each, in six weaks.
Adhering to a lermula helps, “Evary
scane,” sha says, “is aither bebyaen
thd an and tha Waoman, oF iz the wom-
an talking about of thinking of tho
man,” And typically Dailay’s heroine is
beautilul, inrocant and young, her horo
slrong, exporioncod and oldor, Con-
fides Janet: “In avery one of my books,

iypical Dailey passage, tho hero el
her werithe and twist for a few minutes
mare before the cloud of dark chost

“hard-core decency—I| don'l get de-

ot 37, 10 position hersall just bahind
Horold Babbing, Barbara Cartland, [r-

conl ranking of best-selling authars, In
anly five and & hall years, Dailey has
published G2 titles thot have appearnad

hairs sattled ovar her leminine peaks.”
Yot Jangt's mastery of what she calls

failed, | gt sensuous"™ has enabled her,

\Il.l'bg Wallaco and Lowis L Amaour in a ra-

I replayed my own courtship.”

But the role played by her husband
of 14 years, BINDalley, 52, has bean
migre than that of charactor model, He
goadod Janel inle writing her flirst
book, and when hir caresr blessomd
gladly becamo hor Svengali-cum-sér-
vant, In addition 1o negotinting her
conlracts, BUl helps research back-
grounds and, he says, “koep her
schedule, make sure shi's not dis-
lwriped, chack that ayes that star oul
blue stay Blue through the whole book

— da evarything tar hor but this final
typing.” Agreds Janel: “Bill and ] are a
team. You can't be Rodgaers and Ham-
migrstein whon youw are only Bodgars.””
Much lgss Jangt Ann Haradon, born
o farmer's daughler in Early, lowa, “ln a

amall town you hava to raly on your
imagination,” ebservas Janel. To spark
hiars, sha haunted the lecal library, de-
wiuring epics by authors like Edna
(Gant) Ferber and Lioyd (The Aoba)
Douglas. After high school in indepan-

From thelr party boat, Janat and Bl aur-
way Laks Tanaycomo, Mo, on whoes
shoras they're rema-deling a home.

denca, lowa, shix know shoe wanted (o
b o nowveliat, Daikey says, "butl nona of
my teachers could convince me | neod-
od o collage education,” Soat 18
Janet moved to Omabas 10 e with ald-
aof skater Shirley and went 1o work as a
sacrelary lor a construcilon company
owned by antreprensgur Bill Dalley.

The son of & carnival talloo arisi,
he was than on his third marrdaga (he
has five children). Though Dailey
says with price that **Jangt was a vir-
gin" when thay met, they wers socon liv-
ing tegother. Two years alter his
divorce thay wed, and Janat bocame
his partmor in the company, By 1974
thoy'd dong wall enough to retirs, buy
& moblle home and trek westward, On
tha trip Janet, a devoleg of Barbara
Carland's passion pulps, remembiers
b she "kopl 2aying, 'Goes, | could
write ono of Theze.” Finally Bill got o lit-
e angey and sakd, “Wall, why don"t you
gt ol your butt and do ity ™

Armed with portable typewriter, a
dictionary and a ook of babios'
namos, she producoed e Quartar

dskerd, and bocame Canadion-based
Harlequin Preas” tirst Amerlcan-born
wiriter, She snd Bill stavod on the road
bocavse Janat wanted 1o rmake The
Gunnoss Book of Woeld Records for
hiwing “writben a novel Setin every one
of the: S0 states.” Thowgh She admits,
Just couldn’t do mueh with Delywore,
when Harlequin prints hér aexi—Ho. 53
ol 61 contracted books—she'll have
reached her geographic goal,

Today she's alao wiiting far Sithou-
otte, and in August her Fhis Caldor Sky
will launch for Pocket Books o four-
book saga of a Montana cattle dynasty.
The Daibeys, who've settlod in the Miz-
souri Qzarks, hope to divarsily by
producing a syndicoted CEW TV show
and by croating o 5100 million amuse-
rrent park in ndarby Branson, Ma,

Algo under study are movies, Soap op-
aras and gvén Janat Dailey signatura
jeans. But they well know the botlam
line of her success. | docided (o make
hor the Mo, 1 wriler in the world,” says
Bl “I've made har Mo, 5 and we are
slill gokmg sirang.” Indead, Janet writes
fastar than hor thres publishars can
publizh. Sha'sning ahead now, which,
Bill adds, “is lke anathar milllen in the
bank.” LINDAYITT



