OC Woman Follows Her Urge To Wr

By ARMAND HANSON

Wheen Suwsanns Howe, a voulhiul Lagana
Hills" boatsewife, got the urge to wrile a
"Book & couple of vears oo no one in thoir
righd misd woiald Bove given @ nieke] for
her chapee of achievieg suecess She
ehidn’t have oo much going for her: not
onfy souldn't she {ype, bt she hod never
wrallen anything for publication, nol cven
o betler 1o the editor.

Bul when one of her neighbors browght in
& copy of Rosenury Rogers “'Sweel Sawe
age Love™ B changed everyvthing. The
book sparked an inferest In historical ro-
manses for Mes. Fowe, She read @ few
more, Thoy challenged her Imaginatlon
and she doclded Lo weite one of her own.

And, on MNov, |oof |asl vear hoer hook.
“Fever Moon,” appiencd 0o paperback
display racks seross the United States.

It docant always happen that way.
America’s pablishers are turning out an
estimalod §0.000 to 30,000 baaks annually,
Henwever, for every book published there

ang an estieealed 100 eeanuserips that are
rejected.
Mra. Howe's manuscripl. however, was

not rejected.

O she had decided to atbemplt writing
a novel, Mes, Howe boegan be focus her
crithisingm, She came up with a story
seiting and had an idea how long Lhe story
d be. how it would start and bow it

g

firs
. Howe check

izt

irst task after thal was research,
tha

;

ed all the detzils from
b she would nooed for the story

seliing and then — with the locale. dotes,
plol and story Hee determined — culbined
ihe chapters, Oaee afl thit had beon ae.
complished, she was ready to start writing.

"Fover Moon" is the story of Disineo
LeClare who s swepl fnom her homeland
by the bitter wars of Napoleon and blos-
sons inlo young womanbosd on the lush
plantations of old Louisiann. In the book it

isa Eiss [rom the notorious pirate
Jean wing teachis Desiroe the real
meaning of her name,

And, although it was the kiss of (he
buscanseramugaler, who lived on an Iz
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land paradice beyond the bavoss. Chat
taught the beroine the meaning of love. she
was destingd o marey andlhdr,

vEever Moon'” B oas lumeliuous aed
tender as Lafitte and Desiree’s love for
each ¢lher. Thie climax of the novel, skill-
fully blended with Emaginary charactors
and real historical charaeters, ends in an
cxmberantly sofis{ying finale.

“Orae of the major seenes, actuzlly, the
big sex seene of the book, was wrillen
early,” Mrs. Howe expalins. 1 knew
wheng [ wianbied if b occur, So 1 wirole that
ficst, Thes, wWhen Lhe ime carmd 0o ase if, T
merely inserled the pages tn the pranee-
soript. The rest of the book | wrote chapler
by chapler.™

Writing the book sort of becarnd & migh-
borhood project. One nelgithor, for all
practical purposes, served as the midwife
Tar the boak, reading the first handwritten
drafls, editing, making bors and
offering comments. Following this
manuscript wenl (o ansther neighbor fop
typing.

(Contlnged On Page 4)
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Ne1ghbors Aided Laguna Hill:
Author Working On Her Novel

iContnued From Page 1)

While this work was in progress: Mrs
Howw arobe lefters fo six publizhing bouses
she [hesght might be inferested in ber
Bocecilr. ke ek for informat o about how
fo subamii her mammtript. which she o5
Lisrabed would be ready in o few months

From this replies M. Howe dicided fa
send the manmscrip to Jove Pullscations
o Mew York. She kiew they published a
large number of historical romanees, And
he aleo had o nome te which she coald
forward Ber lotter, outline, and theee sam-
Pl chaplers, o per the eeguest, Jove liked
what they saw and senl lor the completed
manuscrint

“They publizked it withoul any alter.
thens ™ she 23id

Abthough she goes by the aame of Susie.
the aulbor s namee of Lhe oover (£ Susanna
Fiowe. I liped the (hree syliobie sound
and the edilors agreed,” sde explaioed

Mrs. Hewe ba totally wndiseiplined writ-
or. She has no work kobals Or, as she puts
i, "My work habits are mosexistent, ]
work when §Hecl like 1. somctimes lare a
night, and when Uie children are inoschool
The only consistent haldl [ observe i nod (o
work on weekerdds, ared when my fermily is
hame

Her family consists of hushand Hal, a
whaolesale fosw? dlisiribuatos, sliep=on Kirk,
16, and daughter Amy, 5 They enjoy
spending most weekenls camplag, teavel-
ling to places like Mexico and Yosemite.

Mrs. Howe & a voracious reader, She s a
World War [l bl amd Willlam Golden s
ber favorite avthor, with Jack Higains 3
close second. She says she belongs to every
book club knoan, apd ber pirsonal library
1% gudle exlemsive. Every available will iz
the Howe home is lined with book shelves
that are crowded with volumes. all of

which she elaims to have read. Many adi
tional books o sapsd e the garage.

Her interest (q reading was sEimeiafed
a gread extent by her father. Broce M:
sy 3 navcal offkoer. who made the stody
words fascimating for Mes Howe 5
back as she can remember, " Every day |
would s=lect a word from the dictionar
Hee woriled gave mee e word in the esornin
and esch evering 1 would have 1o pat it
PropeT LS in & senbence. Slang SR
signs wene forbidden. [ wns an experien:
Uil pewer forget, And | spprectate 8 oo
more than ever,”

Born in Sants Mandca 32 vears oo, Mr
Howe attended schools in Arizone, Fiorid.
Califoenia, Tenmessew and Hawals, i}
moves betng dictated by her fathes
career. She groduated from high school
Van Novs and cortinaed ber ediocarion ;
Valley Funsor College in North Hollswoo
may‘t:g In sochowogy with a minor |
English

Her inlepes! in wonds has padd off 6
aulhor Suzanna Mowe. Jove officis
shrrwed the conf ibepee U had in Feve
Moon™ by printipg 225000 coples in The)
mitial press run, While nod o Pecard
cempares favarally with Jacquelin
Susanm'=s “Love Mockdne," which el e
an indtial press ean of 200 W0 Ard that wa
after Susann's “Every Might Josephine
had sold 15 million caples i paperbach
plus 35000 in kirdeaver,

Susanna Howe's success afiracted
Sew York-based agemt. And now she §
bhard at =work oo Ber pexl novel, anothe
hbstorscal momance. Set in the Civil Wa
perid, B Evolves a souong gir] who m
grates (o Colorado, them, prios 1o the oul
break of Lhe war. moves o Allamla, Sk
remains there untll it burns during ih
war. While the tille huas not Been deeido
upon, it s tentatlvely called “Out of 1h
Flames,™



